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RECOGNIZING LOU SPIOTTI 

HON. JOSEPH D. MORELLE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 23, 2021 

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker, rise today 
in recognition of Mr. Lou Spiotti as he retires 
from an outstanding career as the Athletic Di-
rector at the Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology, a career spanning four decades of un-
wavering commitment to his student-athletes 
both on and off the field. 

Mr. Spiotti arrived at RIT in 1974 as head 
football coach, after six years he was chosen 
to lead the athletic program. Under his leader-
ship, RIT athletics experienced unprecedented 
success and growth. From an original fifteen 
programs, Mr. Spiotti oversaw the expansion 
to twenty-four programs totaling well over 600 
student-athletes and staff. During his forty- 
one-year tenure, RIT secured forty-one Divi-
sion III conference championships—including 
ten consecutive league titles by the men’s la-
crosse program and women’s basketball play-
ing in three straight NCAA Tournaments. Mr. 
Spiotti’s decades of service make him the 
longest-tenured intercollegiate athletic director 
in the nation—a remarkable accomplishment. 

Academic success was always as important 
to Mr. Spiotti as athletic success. During his 
career, the athletic department’s cumulative 
grade point average regularly exceeded that of 
the overall student body. Additionally. Mr. 
Spiotti spearheaded multiple athletic facility 
upgrades including the completion of the 
4,300 seat Gene Polisseni Center. For his 
body of work as a leader, coach, and adminis-
trator Mr. Spiotti has earned the respect and 
admiration of the RIT community. He leaves 
behind a culture of integrity, character, and 
class. 

Madam Speaker, I respectfully ask that you 
join me in extending congratulations on Mr. 
Spiotti’s well-deserved retirement and in ex-
pressing our appreciation for his years of serv-
ice to the RIT community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HONOR THE LIFE OF 
DELOS ‘‘DEE’’ ORAN CIRCLE 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 23, 2021 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of a great American and life- 
long friend, Dee Circle. 

Dee died peacefully at home in Rancho Mi-
rage, California, on May 20, 2021. He was 
predeceased by his father, mother, sister, and 
grandson, Taylor. Dee leaves behind his lov-
ing wife, Candace, daughters Lori (Gil Solon), 
Jenny (Dermot Cronin), and Jamie, grand-
children Ryan, Tommy and Lily, and his broth-
er Dick Circle. 

Delos Oran Circle was born in Selah, Wash-
ington, on August 20, 1938, to Gracia Fern 
Lancaster and William Oran Circle. He had 
two older siblings, Dick and Sharon, and spent 
his childhood in Washington. After high school 
he joined the Coast Guard and moved to 
northern California. He was a Peninsula resi-
dent for over 50 years. 

In 1974, Dee married Candace Lee 
Edmondson and their flower girl was my 

daughter, Karen. They had two daughters, 
Jennifer Dee and Jamie Leigh. Dee was a 
successful real estate loan broker and devel-
oper in the San Francisco Bay area. He was 
an avid golfer and sports fan, cheering on his 
beloved Warriors, 49ers, and SF Giants, and 
never missed a minute of The Masters. Dee 
was Jenny’s No. 1 fan as she played basket-
ball through college. 

In 2003, Dee and Candy retired to the 
desert and built a home at PGA West. Dee 
was a loving husband, father, grandfather, 
brother and friend. He was kind, generous and 
funny, and was always the biggest personality 
in the room surrounded by friends. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the entire House of 
Representatives to join me in honoring the life 
of this good man. Dee Circle lived a purpose-
ful life by being a loving family man, a loyal 
friend, a patriot and a man of integrity. He will 
be sorely missed by all those who had the 
good fortune to know him and he will always 
be remembered as a true blessing to each of 
us. 

f 

JUNETEENTH NATIONAL 
INDEPENDENCE DAY ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 16, 2021 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as a 
senior member of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, the Chair of the Subcommittee on 
Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security, and 
the principal sponsor in the House of the 
Juneteenth National Independence Day Act, I 
rise in strong and enthusiastic support of S. 
475, the Senate companion to the Juneteenth 
National Independence Day Act for my bill 
H.R. 1320 introduced on February 25, 2021, 
which establishes June 19 as a federal holi-
day. 

Research by the Library of Congress look-
ing back to the beginning of the Congress’s 
existence as a legislative body could find no 
bill that sought to make Juneteenth a federal 
holiday, prior to the bill I introduced on June 
18, 2020. 

I have introduced the Juneteenth resolution 
annually since 2013. 

In 2020, the resolution received 214 spon-
sors in the House of Representatives. 

This surge in support let me know that the 
nation was ready for a new holiday and there-
fore I introduced H.R. 7232, the Juneteenth 
National Independence Day Act which re-
ceived 158 sponsors in the 116th Congress. 

Senator Doug Jones and Senator EDWARD 
MARKEY contacted my office seeking to intro-
duce a Senate companion. 

Later ED MARKEY’S staff reached out to col-
laborate on a Senate version of my 
Juneteenth Holiday bill and ultimately intro-
duced the Senate version of the bill, which fol-
lowed the text of H.R. 1320. 

I applaud the U.S. Senate for passing S. 
475/1320, Juneteenth National Independence 
Day Act, companion legislation to H.R. 1320, 
which I introduced to make Juneteenth a fed-
eral holiday to commemorate the end of chat-
tel slavery, America’s Original Sin, and to cel-
ebrate the perseverance that has been the 
hallmark of the African American struggle for 
equality. 

I thank Senator MARKEY of Massachusetts 
for contacting my office with his request to in-
troduce the Senate companion to H.R. 1320 
for this Congress, and to my senior senator, 
Senator JOHN CORNYN of Texas for his stead-
fast support of the Juneteenth holiday over the 
years, and others who spearheaded this effort 
in the Senate, and Senate Majority Leader 
SCHUMER for his support and for using his leg-
islative skills to ensure the bill was voted on 
and passed. 

Madam Speaker, the process that has 
brought us to this day has been bipartisan, bi-
cameral, cooperative, and constructive begin-
ning with my collaboration in the 116th Con-
gress with former Senator Doug Jones of Ala-
bama and Senator CORNYN of Texas to co-
ordinate the introduction and cultivate the nec-
essary support for the Juneteenth National 
Independence Day Act. 

That partnership has continued through the 
117th Congress with the addition of Senator 
MARKEY of Massachusetts as the lead Demo-
cratic sponsor in the Senate. 

The bipartisan H.R. 1320, the House 
version of S. 475/H.R. 1320, is sponsored by 
166 Members from all regions of the country, 
including two of my Republican colleagues 
from Texas, Congressman VAN TAYLOR and 
Congressman RANDY WEBER. 

Madam Speaker, now it is time for the 
House of Representatives to act swiftly and 
bring to the floor, vote on, pass the 
Juneteenth National Independence Day Act, 
and send it to the desk of President Biden for 
signature. 

With the President’s signature, the federal 
government will join 47 states in recognizing 
as a holiday Juneteenth, the day that has 
been celebrated by African Americans for 156 
years and has been called rightly as ‘Amer-
ica’s second Independence Day.’ 

Let me extend on behalf of all of us who 
have labored to pass this important legislation 
our deep appreciation to the House leader-
ship, particularly Majority Leader HOYER, for 
their support which paved the way for the 
House last year to pass by unanimous con-
sent H. Res. 1001, the resolution I introduced 
recognizing Juneteenth Independence Day. 

As I have said many times, Juneteenth is as 
significant to African Americans as July 4 is to 
all Americans because on that day, June 19, 
155 years ago, General Gordon Granger, the 
Commanding Officer of the District of Texas, 
rode into Galveston, Texas and announced 
the freedom of the last American slaves; belat-
edly freeing 250,000 slaves in Texas nearly 
two and a half years after Abraham Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation Proclamation. 

When General Granger read these words of 
General Order No. 3 set off joyous celebra-
tions of the freedmen and women of Texas: 

‘‘The people of Texas are informed that in 
accordance with a Proclamation from the 
Executive of the United States, all slaves are 
free. This involves an absolute equality of 
rights and rights of property between former 
masters and slaves, and the connection 
therefore existing between them becomes 
that between employer and hired laborer.’’ 

Juneteenth thus made real to the last per-
sons living under the system of chattel slav-
ery, of human bondage, the prophetic words 
of President Abraham Lincoln delivered No-
vember 19, 1863, at Gettysburg ‘that this na-
tion, under God, shall have a new birth of 
freedom—and that government of the people, 
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by the people, for the people, shall not perish 
from the earth.’ 

Juneteenth was first celebrated in the Texas 
state capital in 1867 under the direction of the 
Freedmen’s Bureau and remains the oldest 
known celebration of slavery’s demise, com-
memorating freedom while acknowledging the 
sacrifices and contributions made by coura-
geous African Americans towards making our 
great nation the more conscious and accept-
ing country that it has become. 

As the nation prepares to celebrate July 4th, 
our Nation’s independence day, it is a time to 
reflect on the accomplishments of our nation 
and its people. 

The celebration of Juneteenth followed the 
most devastating conflict in our country’s his-
tory, in the aftermath of a civil war that pitted 
brother against brother, neighbor against 
neighbor and threatened to tear the fabric of 
our union apart forever that America truly be-
came the land of the free and the home of the 
brave. 

Juneteenth honors the end of the 400 years 
of suffering African Americans endured under 
slavery and celebrates the perseverance that 
has been the hallmark of the African American 
experience in the struggle for equality. 

But as the poet Langston Hughes reminds 
us in his famous poem, ‘Mother to Son,’’ life 
in America for African Americans ‘‘ain’t been 
no crystal stair.’ 

The post-bellum period in America was 
marked by violence and terrorism against Afri-
can Americans as they sought to make real 
the promises of the Declaration of Independ-
ence and the Constitution. 

General Granger’s reading of General Order 
No. 3 ended the remaining vestiges of the 
system of chattel slavery, a form of perpetual 
human bondage that held generations of Afri-
cans in captivity in the United States for two- 
hundred and forty-eight years and opened a 
new chapter in American history. 

Recognizing the importance of this date, 
former slaves coined the word ‘‘Juneteenth’’ to 
celebrate the occasion, the first of which oc-
curred in the Texas state capital in 1867 under 
the direction of the Freedmen’s Bureau. 

Juneteenth was and is a living symbol of 
freedom for people who did not have it. 

Juneteenth remains the oldest known cele-
bration of America’s freedom from slavery. 

I commemorates freedom while acknowl-
edging the sacrifices and contributions made 
by courageous African Americans in the quest 
to make our more perfect. 

The celebration of Juneteenth followed the 
most devastating conflict in our country’s his-
tory, in the aftermath of a civil war that pitted 
brother against brother, neighbor against 
neighbor and threatened to tear the fabric of 
our union apart forever that America truly be-
came the land of the free and the home of the 
brave. 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once 
said, ‘‘Freedom is never free,’’ and African 
American labor leader A. Phillip Randolph 
often said ‘‘Freedom is never given. It is won.’’ 

Truer words were never spoken. 
We should all recognize the power and the 

ironic truth of those statements, and we 
should pause to remember the enormous 
price paid by all Americans in our country’s 
quest to realize its promise. 

In recent years, a number of National 
Juneteenth Organizations have arisen to take 
their place alongside older organizations—all 
with the mission to promote and cultivate 
knowledge and appreciation of African Amer-
ican history and culture. 

I am reminded that the first legislation intro-
duced in Congress recognizing Juneteenth oc-
curred a quarter century ago, in 1996, when 
H.J. Res. 195 was introduced by Congress-
woman Barbara Rose Collins of Michigan and 
I have introduced similar legislation annually 
since the 109th Congress. 

So it has been a long road we have trav-
elled to get to this day, even longer that the 
15-year journey taken to pass the bill making 
the Birthday of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. a national holiday. 

Juneteenth celebrates African American 
freedom, and in so doing celebrates America’s 
history and promise, while encouraging 
selfdevelopment and respect for all cultures. 

But it must always remain a reminder to us 
all that liberty and freedom are precious birth-

rights of all Americans, which must be jeal-
ously guarded and preserved for future gen-
erations. 

In conclusion, I wish to take a moment to 
salute two of the unsung heroes who helped 
bring us to this day: the late Texas State Rep-
resentative Al Edwards and nonagenarian 
Opal Lee, known affectionately as the ‘‘Grand-
mother of Juneteenth.’’ 

In 1852, Frederick Douglass famously 
asked: ‘‘What to the slave is the 4th of July?’’ 

In 2021, we can reply that it is the beginning 
of the American Promise that would be fulfilled 
and made real for all Americans, including the 
descendants of slaves, on June 19, 1865, 
‘Juneteenth Day.’ 

That is why we celebrate Juneteenth and 
that is why I urge all Members to join me in 
voting to pass H.R 1320/S. 475, the 
‘‘Juneteenth National Independence Day Act.’’ 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
June 24, 2021 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 
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